


Table of Contents
Letters from the Chairs 2

Introduction to SOCHUM 4

Education for People with Disabilities 4

Questions to Consider 5

Works Cited 6

1



Letters from the Chairs

Greetings delegates,

It gives me immense pleasure to welcome you to the Social, Humanitarian and Cultural

Committee (SOCHUM) of the United Nations of the sixth iteration of VIMUN. I will be serving

as your chairperson throughout the conference. I am thrilled that you are taking part in this

exciting experience and engaging in some of the most pressing matters facing the international

community at this time.

It's the goal of the VIMUN team to provide you all with an experience conducive to productive

debate and collaboration when faced with contemporary international challenges together by the

world community at large. This committee is designed to test each delegate's teamwork, critical

thought, and diplomacy skills.

Drawing from my experience as a delegate, I have personally encountered the difference

between a lackluster and stodgy committee, and alternatively, one that draws you in and

provokes intriguing discourse among everyone. Knowing this, I hope to provide you with the

latter, ensuring that we feel engaged and tethered to the meaningful discussion at the same time

enjoying and having fun and especially an escape from all the negativity and the situation

currently around us during this pandemic.

For your research, please be familiar with the topics of this committee beyond the guide. You are

encouraged to use this guide as a base and starting point for further exploration into the matter,

not as your final stop. I expect you all to be well researched on your nation's historical and

current position on the agenda, and to present your foreign policy accurately in both speech and

conduct. I also highly encourage you to send your position papers.

I am waiting to see you all on the day of the conference and awaiting a great flow of debate and

an amazing committee. I hope that all of you are as excited as I am for a day of

fruitful deliberation as well as a lifetime of memories. Please feel free to contact me at

srinidhi120404@gmail.com in case you have any queries or concerns.

With warm wishes and regards,

Srinidhi Balakrishnan (Chairperson)
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Dear Delegates,

My name is Vinayak Graves and it is my honor to serve as your co-chair for SOCHUM. I look

forward to working with you all in our upcoming conference and making this a memorable

experience. I am a Junior in high school and have participated in over sixty MUN conferences,

debating a wide variety of topics.

I live on the border of New Hampshire and Massachusetts, about forty-five minutes north of

Boston. I am the CEO of an investment company and the youth President of New England's

Youth Bodybuilding Association. My diplomatic abilities have been shaped by working

internationally and connecting with people of all different backgrounds. I understand how

intimidating MUN can be for those who are new, as well as the fiery passion for those who are

MUN veterans.

In life, you have three choices, give up, give in, or give it your all. I expect each and every

delegate to give 100% of themselves during this conference. Whether this is your first

conference or five hundredth, you should be attending with the intention to do your best. If you

are new, it is my job along with my fellow staffing team to help guide you. I expect that you will

all be professional, respectful, and thoughtful towards others during our time together. Lastly, I

hope that you all have fun because MUN is an amazing experience. It is my hope that you all

take what you learn from this conference and use it for future MUN experiences.

In closing, I wish you all the best, and I can't wait to meet you all in a couple of weeks.

Sincerely,

Vinayak Graves

Co-Chair of SOCHUM
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Introduction to SOCHUM

The Social, Humanitarian & Cultural Issues Committee, or SOCHUM is the third

General Assembly Committee at the United Nations. The committee works on a variety of topics

such as the rights and treatment of women, children, indigenous peoples and refugees,  as well as

racial discrmination and the right of self-determination. The SOCHUM meets every October to

work on these issues. All United Nations member states are members of SOCHUM. At VIMUN

6, the SOCHUM will focus on equity in educational opportunities for People with disabilities.

Education for People with Disabilities
According to the WHO, an estimated one billion people have disabilities and 93-150

million of those are children. Children with disabilities are ten times less likely to attend school

than children without disabilities. According to the Global Partnership for Education, about 90%

of children with disabilities in lower income countries do not go to school.

Many children with disabilities are enrolled into separate schools for people with

disabilities. According to UNICEF, this “leads to their exclusion from society and school”. When

children with disabilities do no not go to school with everyone else, this leads to isolation from

the communities they are a part of. Children with disabilities are still more likely to unenroll in

schools, if they are enrolled in schools. Children with disabilities are also 3 to 4 times more

likely to be victims of violence in schools compared to children without disabilities. Young girls

are especially at risk of sexual violence.

The United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs hosted the Convention

on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities(CRPD) in 2006. Article 24, describes the rights of

education for people with disabilities. A notable section of Article 24 is section two, which

details the requirements of countries. Section two goes as follows:
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“ … States Parties shall ensure that:

a) Persons with disabilities are not excluded from the general education system on the

basis of disability, and that children with disabilities are not excluded from free and compulsory

primary education, or from secondary education, on the basis of disability;

b) Persons with disabilities can access an inclusive, quality and free primary education

and secondary education on an equal basis with others in the communities in which they live;

c) Reasonable accommodation of the individual’s requirements is provided;

d) Persons with disabilities receive the support required, within the general education

system, to facilitate their effective education;

e) Effective individualized support measures are provided in environments that maximize

academic and social development, consistent with the goal of full inclusion.”

While access to education for people with disabilities varies by country, discrimination

against students with disabilities is prevalent in educational systems all around the world. The

CRPD  found that the Finnish Basic Education Act provided good resources for students with

disabilities.  Section 17 of the Finnish Basic Education act details special-needs support for

students.

Questions to Consider
What has my country done in the past to support people with disabilities?

What does my country’s education system done to be accessible?

What infrastructure is in place for people with disabilities in my country?
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