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Letter from the Chairs (Sanskriti Pathania and Ayesha Jehanzeb)

Letter from the Chair:

Hello Delegates,
My name is Sanskriti Pathania aka San and I have the privilege of serving as the

Chair for this committee. I have been doing MUNs since 2018 and have been very
indulged in virtual conferences as well.

I would like to welcome all of you to the Historical General Assembly with the
issue being �nding a resolution to the Northern Ireland Crisis (set in February 1972).
This is a very interesting issue which is not really talked about. This committee will surely
surprise you with the amazing perspectives of delegates and seeing your deal with them
would be our main agenda. I am thrilled to see how your fascinating minds build up the
solution to this issue.

We are really excited to see all of you at the conference. I suggest you prepare
adequately for the conference as it will make it more fun and enjoyable. If this is your �rst
time, don’t be shy, you will do great! Don’t worry if you make a mistake, we are all still
learning and improving our skills. To the more experienced delegates, this is your chance
to show some leadership skills as you guide the council and help others out. If you have
any queries feel free to email me at sanskritipathania1203@gmail.com and I would be
happy to reply.

All the best for the conference and hope you all have an amazing experience at
VIMUN 8.

Good Luck,
Sanskriti Pathania
Chair | Historical General Assembly
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Letter from the Co-Chair:

Hello delegates!
My name is Ayesha Jehanzeb, i’m sixteen years old and currently a junior in high

school. Moreover, I am from Pakistan and my preferred pronouns are she/her and I am
honoured to be your co-chair!

Going into my second year of these United Nations debate simulations, I have
surely learnt a vast amount of information from my experience in MUN and have
especially grown a strong liking towards crisis committees. With that being said, I am
ecstatic to see what this conference, this committee, and more speci�cally, this topic
brings us this time around for VIMUN8!

Drawing from my experience as a delegate, the most important piece of advice I
could give you is to be well informed of the topic being debated. It is crucial that you are
aware of what is happening within the committee and the endless possibilities that crisis
committees can present you with. If nothing else, you would be taking away a
comprehensive educational experience from this conference by being well informed of the
topic.

I look forward to seeing delegates and debates on conference day! If any questions
or concerns arise, please do not hesitate to contact me at ayeshajehanzeb10@gmail.com.

Good luck!

Warm regards,
Ayesha Jehanzeb
Co-chair | Historical General Assembly
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FORUM: Historical General Assembly

ISSUE: Finding a resolution to the Northern Ireland Crisis (February 1972)

Definition of Key Terms

Ethnic-nationalism
Also known as ethnonationalism, ethnic-nationalism is a form of nationalism in

which nations or nationalities are de�ned in terms of ethnicity and ethic-nationalists are
loyal to a speci�c ethnic or racial group rather than a particular nation. The main theme
of ethnic nationalism can be described as “nations are de�ned by a shared heritage, which
usually includes a common language, a common faith, and a common ethnic ancestry."

Nationalism
In simple terms, nationalism can be de�ned as any kind of idea or movement with

the purpose of promoting the interests of a speci�c nation. The main aim of nationalism
is gaining or maintaining self-governance. Moreover, nationalists heavily support the
political independence of a nation.

Protestantism
Alongside with Eastern Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism, Protestantism can be

considered as one of the main three forces in Christianity. It began in the 16th century in
northern Europe as a reaction to the medieval Catholic practices. They believe in three
people who are God the Father, God the Son and the Holy Spirit. Moreover, protestants
believe that the Cathloic church became corrupt overtime.

Catholicism
Just like Protestantism, Catholicism is one of the three major forces of Christianity.

They also believe that the Catholic church is the �rst and the original Christian church.
Additionally, the Roman Catholic church is the largest chrisitian church in the world.

Partition of Ireland
In simple terms, partition of Ireland can be described as the process in which the

government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland decided to
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divide Ireland into two parts that are Northern Ireland and Southern Ireland. The division
happened on May 3rd, 1921.

Introduction to the topic

The Troubles

The world “The Troubles” refers to an etho-nationalist con�ict between
nationalists and unionists in northern Ireland.  The con�ict lasted for nearly three decades
between the late 1960s to the late 1990s. The term is internationally recognized as the
Northern Ireland Con�ict and was considered as a low-level war. It is believed that the
con�ict ended with the Good Friday Agreement in the year 1998. The Northern Ireland
Con�ict happened in Northern Ireland however the violence spread into part of England,
Republic of Ireland and mainland Europe.

Despite the use of the terms “Catholic” and “Protestant” when describing the two
sides, It is important to note that the con�ict was not a religious con�ict and was moslty
political and nationalistic and the main root cause of the con�ict was the consitutional
status of Northern Ireland (partition of Northern Ireland). The two main sides of the
con�ict were Irish Catholics, who wanted Northern Ireland to leave the UK and to join
united Ireland, and Ulster Protestants, who wanted Northern Ireland to remain a part of
the UK.

The start of the con�ict

It all started during a campaign by the Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association
which was an organization between late 1960s and early 1970s. The organization mostly
campaigned for civil rights in Northern
Ireland. At that time they believed that Cathlic
monitorites (nationalist) were discriminated
against by Protestant (unionist) government
of Northern Ireland and the RUC. RUC stands
for The Royal Ulster Constabulary and was the
police force of Northern Ireland between the
years 1922 to 2001. Soon after the campaign
started, the police force and the authorities
started to suppress the civil rights campaign,
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mostly with the help of police brutality. The tensions among the two parties led to severe
violence that happened in August 1969. The severe tensions led to the deployment of
British troops that can be considered as the longest deployment in the british military
history. The deployment is also known as the Operation Banner which lasted from 1969
until 2007.  At that time, peace walls were built in certain areas, in order to prevent
tensions from happening and the British Army was now welcomed by some catholics
since they believed that they were more neutral than the Royal Ulster Constabulary. At
that time, the tensions started to decrease. However the situation became hostile after the
Bloody Sunday that happened on 30 January 1972.

The bloody Sunday

The Bloody Sunday
also known as the Bogside
Massacre was a massacre that
happened on 30 January
1972, when more than
15,000 people gathered in
the Creggan area of Derry in
order to take part in a march.
A massacre can be de�ned as
the killing of multiple people
in a morally unacceptable
way and is mostly practiced
by a group of political actors. The Bloody Sunday happened in the Bogside area of Derry,
Northern Ireland. It happened when british soldiers shot almost 26 civilians and as a
result 14 people died. The shooting took place during a protest march against internment
without trial. The internment without trial, more commonly known as the operation
demetrius, was an operation practised by the British Army in Northern Ireland. The
operation took place on 9-10 August 1971 and invloed a mass arrest imprisonment
without trial of 342 people. These people were suspected to be involved with the IRA
(Irish Republican Army). At that time, the IRA was undertaking an armed campaign
against the British Army with the purpose of creating a United Ireland. The operation was
proposed by the Northern Ireland government and was later approved by the British
Government.
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The victims of the bloody Sunday were mostly shot while they were running away
from the soldiers or when trying to save the others that were wounded. Apart from those
14 victims, others were heavily wounded by shrapnel, rubber bullets, or even batons. It is
important to keep in mind that all the victims were catholics. Later on, investigations
showed that none of those victims posed any threat to the police and they were unarmed.
The Bloody Sunday heavily worsened the con�ict. After the event, the British embassy
located in Dublin was burnt by the crowd. A day later, the government announced that an
inquiry would soon take place by Lord Widgery (the lord chief justice of England). The
result of the inquiry worsened the situation since the inquiry cleared the soldiers and the
authorities of blame.

Bloody Sunday can be considered as one of the most signi�cant events that
happened during The Troubles since many unarmed civilians were killed by the forces in
front of both the public and the press. The Bloody Sunday was also the worst mass
shooting that has ever happened in Northern Irish History.

Information regarding the committee

It is important to note that the committee is a historical General Assembly set in
February 1972, meaning that the events that happened after the Bloody Sunday are not
considered during the committee and the delegates will decide the future events. At the
moment, Bloody Sunday has just happened and tensions have extremely worsened. The
future of the con�ict is up to you, the delegates!

Questions to consider

1. What is the stance of your country regarding this issue?
2. Did the Northern Ireland crisis directly have an impact on your country? If so, in

which form and how did it a�ect your county?
3. What are some steps that need to be taken by the international community  in

order to prevent more casualties and destruction? How can we prevent events
similar to Bloody Sunday from happening?

4. Is your country heavily dependent on any side of the argument?
5. Is there a place for peace talks to happen between the two sides of the argument? If

so, what is the role of the United Nations regarding it?
6. How can the international community  come up with an agreement which is

accepted by both parties?
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7. How can the United Nations address Bloody Sunday in a neutral way? What
should be the penalties?
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