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Letters from the Chairs

Salutations Delegates,

My name is Mason Leffler, and it is my pleasure and honor to serve as your chair for the US

Senate. I cannot wait to work with all of you this coming week! I am a senior (12th grade) in

high school, and have been doing Model UN since my freshman year. Since my first conference,

I’ve been in love with the world of diplomacy and debate.

As the topics we are debating concern the most pressing issues of our time, I couldn’t pass up

this opportunity. At my school, I am the President of the Model UN team as well the Vice

President of the Science Olympiad team. Since the stay at home order has been put in place, I

have fully immersed myself in the world of virtual Model UN, and this will be the thirteenth

conference I am staffing so far. In my free time I enjoy reading, hammocking, and playing the

piano and guitar.

During committee, I am especially impressed by delegates who ardently stand by their position,

yet are willing to compromise for the greater good. Being willing and able to speak at length

about a given topic is indicative of a prepared delegate who has done their homework. Another

sign of a good delegate is being comfortable enough with parliamentary procedure (RoP) to use

it to their advantage during committee.

We’ve worked hard over the past month to put together a great conference for you, so please take

advantage of the experience you can gain from this committee. Although we are just a

simulation, the skills you learn or improve upon in a weekend in May will carry with you so that

you can be the leaders of tomorrow’s world.

I look forward to fruitful and thoughtful debate about the future of the United States and I hope

you are as excited about this topic as I am. Olivia and I are very excited to meet you and work

with you!

Best,

Mason Leffler

Chair | US Senate
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Hey, y’all!

My name is Olivia Franse and I’m so excited to be your co-chair for the US Senate! I’m a senior

in high school and this is my second official year doing MUN. I love debate and international

politics, so I’m super excited to see you guys in action!

When I went to my first MUN conference with my school, I wasn't a member of the club. I

barely even knew what MUN was. I was so scared and nervous the whole time and had no idea

what was happening. But by the end of the conference, I was a sponsor of a passed resolution

and had discovered a passion. Now, I’m the Chair of my own committee in my school’s club.

I’ve heard similar descriptions from a lot of other now-experienced MUNers recalling their first

time. I hope to be a friendly and knowledgeable chair so I can help all y’all newbies discover

your passion. As for the more experienced delegates reading this, we’re going to have a lot of

fun, too!

The most important thing in a delegate to me, is preparedness. I expect the best delegate to show

up knowing everything about who they are representing and what they plan to include in their

resolution. Don’t just show up the day of without doing any research and expect to win awards. I

want to see that you’ve put time and thought into this conference. I want to see your passion

shine through!

Mason and I are so excited to be able to chair this committee for you. We can’t wait to meet you!

Best of luck,

Olivia Franse

Co-Chair | US Senate

3



Timeline of Voting Reform in the US

1789 - The Constitution of the United States is written, and gives states power to set voting

requirements. Only about 6% of the US population was eligible to vote, as voting was restricted

to white males over the age of 21 who owned land.

1848 - In Seneca Falls, NY, the first women’s suffrage conference takes place calling for equality

between men and women and the right for women to vote. Women still do not have the right to

vote.

1856 - North Carolina is the last state to eliminate owning property as a requirement to vote.

1870 - The 15th amendment to the constitution is passed stating that the right to vote should not

be restricted because of “race, color, or previous condition of servitude”. The 15th amendment

also gives Congress the right to enforce it. States still create policies to restrict the right of

African Americans to vote.

1920 - The 19th amendment to the constitution is passed giving everyone the right to vote

regardless of gender. This amendment gives women the right to vote over 70 years after the first

women's suffrage conference.

1948 - Native Americans are given the right to vote.

1964 - President Lyndon B. Johnson signs the Civil Rights act outlawing discrimination on the

basis of race, color, religion, sex or national origin.

1965 - The Voting Rights Act is signed prohibiting denying citizens the right to vote on the basis

of race.

1971 - 26th Amendment is ratified giving all United States citizens 18 and older the right to vote.

2002 - The Help America Vote Act is passed setting guidelines for states’ voting systems. It  also

gives funding to states who need to improve outdated voting systems.
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Voting in the United States

The United States follows a system of elections on the local, state, and federal levels. All

elections at the state and local levels are decided through a popular vote.

At the federal level of government, United States citizens vote for representatives in the

legislative and executive branches of government. The legislative branch of the government

consists of congress, and its two houses, the house of representatives, and the senate. The

executive branch of the federal government consists of the president and their cabinet.

The legislative branch of government is responsible for deciding federal laws in the

United States. In order for a law to be passed, it must be voted in both houses of congress. Each

house of congress has a different system of electing representatives. The House of

Representatives is comprised of 435 representatives each representing a district of about 700,000

people in their state. Each state has a different number of representatives depending on how

many districts the state has. House terms last two years and citizens vote for their district

representatives every even year. The Senate consists of 100 members, with two senators

representing each state. Senate terms last six years, and are staggered in a system where only ⅓

of senators get elected during an election.

The executive branch is decided every four years through a process called the electoral

college. This is the only election in the United States that is not decided through a popular vote.

In the electoral college, each state receives a certain amount of electors depending on its

population. In all states but Maine and Nebraska, all electors are given to the popular vote in that

state. In order to win an election, the presidential candidate must receive at least 270/538

electoral votes, or more than half of all the electoral votes. If no candidate receives 270 electoral

votes, the House of Representatives decides the president. This has only happened once, in 1824.
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Reform Movements

Recently there has been a growing movement to abolish the Electoral College. This

comes after President Donald Trump won the Electoral College, but lost the popular vote by

about 2.9 million votes in November of 2016. Supporters of the Electoral College state that it

gives smaller states more representation in elections, and that without the Electoral College, rural

areas of the United States will be overlooked. Supporters of abolishing the Electoral College

state that it is necessary that all votes in the United States must be equal, and that currently, a

vote in one state can be worth much more than a vote in another state, and that one person must

equal to one vote.

There has also been a growing stance to switch to Ranked Choice Voting, in which a

voter votes by ranking candidates from which they like the most to least. Currently no states

have implemented ranked choice voting, however Maine plans to use ranked choice voting in the

2020 presidential election. Supporters of Ranked Choice Voting believe that it allows for more

candidates to be represented, and that voters will be able to vote for candidates they like more,

over candidates who might be more electable.

Finally, there have been movements to grant more voting rights to United States

territories.  Citizens in territories such as Puerto Rico, Guam, and American Samoa currently

cannot vote in United States presidential elections. These territories have about 4 million

residents total.

Note: The freeze date for your committee is October 15th, 2020.

Questions to Consider
How much does my state get affected by the electoral college?

What is my state’s history of making voting accessible?

How do my constituents get represented in the electoral college?

What stance has my state taken on voting reform?
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How will I as a delegate have to focus more on my representative’s beliefs, over my personal

beliefs on voting reform?
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US Senate Rules of Procedure
I. Members

A. The members of the Senate shall comprise one representative from each state,

fifty in total.

B. The Vice President shall serve as the presiding officer over the Senate, and shall

be represented by the Chair of the committee.

C. The Senate Majority Leader shall serve as the principal figure for the majority

party, the Republicans, and has the ability to approve of or deny entering voting

procedure on any bill.

D. The Senate Minority Leader shall serve as the principal figure for the dissenting

party, the Democrats, and is responsible for coordinating legislation drafting

within the party.

E. The Senate Majority and Minority Whips are responsible for ensuring that any

bills proposed by their respective parties have gained enough support within or

across partisan lines.

II. Quorum and Thresholds

A. One half plus 1 members of the Senate must be present to establish quorum.

B. One fifth of the members present is the minimum number of signatories required

to introduce a bill.

C. No more than one eighth of the members present may serve as a sponsor to a bill.

III. Flow of Debate

A. Points

1. There shall be only one point in the Senate, Point of Order

a) The Point of Order should be used to address misuse of the rules,

uncomfort of any delegate, and inquiries regarding the rules.

b) The Point of Order may not be used to “fact check” another

delegate.

No other points will be entertained in the Senate

B. Speakers List

1. The Senate defaults to a General Speakers List that continues throughout

the entirety of committee.
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a) There is no time limit on the General Speakers list, and Senators

may speak for as long as they wish

b) There is no Secondary Speakers List in the Senate, merely a

continuation of the General Speakers List

C. Motions

1. Unmoderated Caucus

a) The unmoderated caucus will require that blocs of Senators

drafting bills enter Breakout Rooms to discuss and write

b) These Breakout Rooms may be set each Caucus

2. Party Caucus

a) The party caucus may be called to allow individual parties to meet

in one group

b) The format of this caucus will be akin to that of an unmoderated

caucus

3. Moderated Caucus

a) Three types of moderated caucuses may be introduced

(1) Discussion of Working Papers

(2) Discussing Amendments

(3) Discussion of Crisis Updates (which will be very sparing)

b) All other formal debate is encouraged through use of the Speaker’s

list requisite to pursuant to rule III-3.B.1

D. Bills

1. The Senate shall pass Bills through its proceedings, not resolutions

2. Working papers are defined as Bills that have not been introduced and

approved

3. Once a Working Paper gains approval from the Dais and a motion to

introduce it is passed, it becomes a Draft Resolution

4. A Draft Resolution can only be voted on after a Cloture Motion is passed

a) Cloture is synonymous with entering voting procedure

b) Cloture motions require a 60% +1 majority
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c) Amendments must be introduced prior to the passing of a Cloture

Motion

5. Once the body is in Cloture, the only valid motion is the Motion to Vote

on the Draft Resolution

6. Default voting in the Senate is a Roll Call Vote

7. Bill Format

a) There shall be no Preambulatory Clauses

b) The names of the Sponsors and Signatories must be present

c) The Bill must have a formal title

d) The operational clauses are binding, so whatever is passed by the

body is sent to the House of Representatives and then the President

for approval, and if passed by both parties, becomes law

IV. Other Notes

A. Filibusters - Two types of filibusters are allowed in the Senate

1. Individual Filibusters occur when a Senator speaks for a very long amount

of time to prevent a cloture vote

a) Only one of these filibusters is allowed per Committee session

b) The Senator enacting this filibuster must have consent from his or

her party leader

2. Tracking Filibusters occur when a group of Senators that agree to vote

“no” on any cloture motions

a) If this happens, two options can occur: either debate will continue

until a cloture motion passes, or the Senate Majority and Minority

Leaders both agree to table the agenda item to debate other topics

in the spirit of productivity

B. Senate Positions

1. No advantage will be given to party leadership or whips solely as a result

of their position in the Senate
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2. The freeze date of this committee is 15 October, 2020, so any

developments in regards to this topic after 15 October are irrelevant and

dilatory

C. On Parliamentary Procedure (RoP): as this is an international conference,

delegates are coming with a variety of different rules of procedure. I’ve found that

they are very similar to the ones that will be used in this committee. For a general

guide, please visit this site. The Senate Procedure detailed above takes precedence

over this guide.

D. On professionality: Olivia and I are fun-loving people and want to make this

committee exciting for you all. However, that means we need to be able to treat

you like adults. I do not want to have to mute everyone because that’s mean.

E. On respect: the issues discussed by this committee may be sensitive to some

delegates, so please refrain from making any rude, discriminatory, or prejudiced

comments in formal or in informal debate. If you witnessed or were subjugated to

any form of bullying or harassment, please fill out the Anonymous Reporting

Form.
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